NOXIOUS CADENCES

Composer’s Note

In 2022, | became a dissident. | opposed the war initiated by my country’s
government and was persecuted by the authorities. They sentenced me to 5 years in
prison, which | managed to escape by paying the high price of leaving my home and
my previous life. This was not enough for some people. | have been receiving threats
since. Some of them were less serious, and the others were saying that they would Kkill
me.

One particular person, whom | had not seen since my childhood, has taken it
upon himself to erase me from this world. He might have thought that | was a disgrace
to our common city of birth, given that | was also the author of the city’s official
anthem. Fortunately, he has no chance to do anything. But he called me and left
numerous threatening voice messages. He told me he would eventually find me. He
told me he would hang me.

| had never experienced anything like this before, and | had no experience in
dealing with it. So | decided to channel my emotions into music. | took these messages
and composed an experimental electronic piece that reflected the dark state of my
mind at that time, but also, strangely, through the very act of creating art—hope.

The four movements of the composition exist in four different tempos
simultaneously portraying the inner conflict and the feeling of having no escape.

— Prokhor Protasoff

Text

1. First Unheard Message
2m 21s

You have one unheard message...
To hear unheard messages, press one-one...
First unheard message...
...>Kgy Tebs, c***, Ha pycckoun 3emne. XKay. Koy Tebs.
[...I’'m waiting for you, b***, on Russian soil. I’'m waiting. I’'m waiting for you]
End of message...



2.1s...Was
2m 12s

First unheard message...
...3anoMHu pa3 u Hascerga: Poccus ectb, 6bina n 6yaet!

[...Remember this once and for all: Russia is, was, and always will bel]
...Tebs xny! XKpay! B aton xxe Poccun xpy teba! XXay Tebs!

[...I’'m waiting for you! In this very Russia, I’'m waiting for you! I’'m waiting!]

3. Enemy Number One
2m 16s

...51 BCe, KOpoye, nepenasain Yepes BCE, KOPoOUe, HY BOT BCE, 4...(Hepa3bopungo)... Tbl
Bpar HOMep oguvH, 6%, B ropoae, KOTOpPbIN € KaKOW-TO MMH COYNHUA, 6™,
[...1 will, like, tell everyone, like, yeah, that’s it, I...(illegible)... You’re the enemy
number one, f***, in the city, who composed some f***** anthem, f***I]

4. | Will Find You
4m 16s

...51 Tebs, a Tebs Hangy!
[...1 will, I will find you!]
...ECTb y MeHs1, y MeHs1 (Hepa3bopunBo) eCTb 3HaKoMble, KoTopble B LLTatax! U Tebs
HangyT, ¢! U paxe B LTaTax, gaxxe B KaHage, 6** Ha X**, 6", IMEHHO Ha X**,
nosecart, 6****, nosecaT, ¢***!
[...I have, | have (illegible) friends in the States! We will find you, b*** Even in the
States, even in Canada, f™**** f***, s | f****** mean it, we will hang you, f***, we
will hang you, b***]



